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The UR American weekly papers have been actively debating 
Stamps the question as to whether future supplies, to be sent to 
i the Island, will be in the shape of surcharged or unsur- 
of charged stamps. From the statements made by the different 
Guam. Washington correspondents, it is evident that the post office 
department intendsto send surcharged stamps, whereas, from 
other good sources, we know that it is the policy of Governor Seton Schroe- 
der to discourage the use of surcharged stamps and to encourage the em- 
ployment of regular United States adhesives. It cannot, of course, be de- 
nied that the final determination of the matter will rest with the officials of 
the post office department, but, on the other hand, it is extremely unlikely, 
if Governor Schroeder should definitely declare against the policy of sur- 
charging, that the post office department would override his wishes and 
compel him to accept what he is particularly opposed to. Again, there ap- 
pears to be no good reason why, if Porto Rico andthe Philippines can get 
along with unsurcharged stamps, Guam must of necessity have its name 
adorn all postal matter leaving the Island. 

If the wishes of Governor Schroeder should be carried out, it is evident 
that the stamps of Guam will rank among the great rarities of modern is- 
sues. The quantities that have been printed thus far have been extremely 
limited, in some instances not exceeding three thousand of a kind, and we 
know definitely that the supplies of several values have already been exhaus- 
ted and that regular United States adhesives are in use. We append a list 
of the quantities printed thus far, from which our readers will be able to 
judge, in a measure, of the value of these stamps, in case surcharging should 
be at an end: IC, 25,000; 2€, 105,000; 3C, 5,000; 4C, 5,000; 5c, 20,000; 6r, 
5,000; 8c, 5,000; TOC, 10,000; 15€, 5,000; 50C, 4,000; $1.00, 3,000; 10c 
Special delivery, 5,000. 


Since writing the above article, the post office at Washington has re- 
ceived an order from Governor Schroeder for additional supplies of Guam 
stamps. The order is placed in an alternative manner, namely, it reads that 
if unsurcharged stamps are supplied, the quantities required will be only as 
follows: 1,000 1c, 1,000 3c, 1,000 4c. If, however, surcharged stamps are 
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supplied, the quantities required will be as follows: 5,000 1c, 3,0c0 3C¢; 3,000 
4C, 3,000 6c, 3,0c0 8c, 2,000 10c Special Delivery. 

Our informant states that the stamps are to be delivered in surcharged 
fashion, and therefore the quantities enumerated in the second list are to be 
added to the list, as originally given in the article. If this should be the last 
surcharging undertaken for Guam, the argument as to the probable value of 
the stamps will still remain, but if surcharging is to be continued ad _ infini- 
tum, the stamps will, of course, occupy the usual status of unused current 
stamps which will be furnished in any desired quantity. It is still our 
opinion that the surcharging of stamps for Guam will remain only a 
temporary affair, and that before long regular United States stamps will 
be used for the postal service of the island. 


Mafeking It is not necessary for us to enter into any details in regard 
Besieved to the existence of the stamps which were surcharged during 
ak une the historic siege of the town of Mafeking. Ever since its 


relief the English market has been flooded with these inter- 
esting mementoes of the war, and pages upon pages—we might say, vol- 
umes upon volumes—have been written on both sides of the question, as to 
whether or not they should be considered legitimate postage stamps from 
the standpoint of a collector. We have not, editorially, taken any posi- 
tion on either side of the question, but, during his trip abroad in the fall 
of 1990, our editor heard many arguments on both sides of the ques- 
tion and saw many pieces of evidence adduced by the advocates of both 
positions. He determined, after a careful review of the entire situation, 
that, while the stamps would always prove interesting mementoes of the 
siege, they could not be considered legitimate postage stamps, and 
that it should be the policy of the publishers of this journal not to 
buy the stamps at any price or to offer them to any of its customers. This 
determination cannot have been due to any absence of material, as there 
was not a single auction sale of stamps during the months of October, No- 
vember and December which did not contain anywhere from twenty to two 
or three hundred of these labels, all of which could have been purchased at 
a price sufficiently low to leave a good margin of profit in selling at the then 
current retail prices. Our editor contended that, while the stamps were 
frequently found on letters, they were not by any means necessary in order 
to secure their delivery, the fact of letters having gone through the Boer 
lines successfully being sufficient, from patriotic and sentimental motives, to 
permit of their delivery without additional charge. The publishers of the 
Monthly Journal, while not editorially taking any definite position on either 
side of the case, actively boomed the stamps, in the opinion of many au- 
thorities far beyond their value even if they were legitimate postage stamps, 
and they will now, no doubt, have surprised the world by the editorial in their 
January number, in which an absolute quietus is given to any pretention in 
favor of the legitimate existence of these varieties as postage stamps. In 
another portion of this Journal we quote the article in extenso, and consider 
further comment on our part entirely unnecessary. 

It appears that the prediction of our editor, that within two or three 
years the catalogue of the publishers of the Monthly Journal would not con- 
tain these stamps as legitimate issues, will be realized at an even much 
earlier date. 


















































General Baden-Powell’s Mafeking Siege 


Stamps. 


OFFICIAL DETAILS. 
(From the Monthly Journal.) 


At the fortnightly meeting of the Junior London Philatelic Society held 
in Clapham Hall on Saturday, the President, Mr. Fred. J Melville, read to 
the members a statement which he had received in reply to inquiries ad- 
dressed by him to Major-General Baden- Powell on the subject of the postage 
stamps issued during the siege of Mafeking. The President's letter was re- 
ferred by the galiant officer to the authorities of the General Post Office, 
Cape Town, whose communication in answer contains many particulars 
hitherto unpublished, corrects some erroneous statements that had got 
abroad, and will guide Philatelists and dealers in avoiding forgeries when 
acquiring philatelic memorials of the historic siege and defence of Mafeking. 

The memorandum is in the following terms :— 


“ PosTAGE STAMPS OVERPRINTED AND REISSUED AT MAFEKING DURING 
THE SIEGE. 


“ After careful inquiry into the matter, the following would appear to be 
the facts, so far as can be ascertained, in connection with the overprinting, 
surcharging, and reissue of the stamps now known as ‘ Mafeking Siege 
Stamps.’ 

“Shortly before the 23rd of March, 1900, it was found possible to for- 
ward despatches by runners from Mafeking, both by the north and south 
routes, and a service was accordingly established by the military authorities. 
Owing to the high amounts which had to be paid to the runners, it was de- 
cided to charge special rates for any private letters conveyed, and the fol- 
lowing tariff was adopted, viz:— 


Via the north, 1s per 4%oz. 
Via the south, 6d per %oz. 


‘* From a statement made by the military authorities, it would appear 
that, in order to provide a sufficiency of stamps to admit of the prepayment 
of private letters, it was further decided to surcharge all the unsold stamps 
in the possession of the local postmaster, and Lieutenant-Colonel Lord 
Edward Cecil, under whose supervision the Post Office was carried on dur- 
ing the siege, accordingly purchased the stamps at their face value and 
caused them to be overprinted and surcharged at the works of Messrs. 
Townshend and Son, the publishers of the Mafeking Mail newspaper. On 
the 23rd of March the stamps as overprinted were issued for the first time 
at their enhanced values, and it is understood the whole of the overprinted 
issues had been disposed of before the relief of the town was effected. 

“ Owing to the interruption of communication, the postal authorities at 
Cape Town could not be consulted in the matter, either as regards the sale 
or the overprinting, and from the time the stamps originally passed out of 
the hands of the civil postmaster, the Colonial Post Office Department 
ceased to have any control whatsoever over theirtreatment. In view of 
these circumstances, and of the fact that the whole of the additional revenue 
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derived from the sale of the stamps at their surcharged value was retained 
by the military authorities, the Postal Administration of the Cape Colony 
and the Bechuanaland Protectorate has decided to regard the stamps in 
question as purely military issues, and (in the month of November last) 
official notices have been consequently published in the Government Gazette 
proclaiming their non-availability for the payment of mail matter posted 
either in the Cape Colony or in the Protectorate. 

“The average number of letters per week forwarded via the north from 
the 23rd of March was, approximately, sixty, a runner leaving Mafeking 
twice per week; and via the south, thirty, once per week. It is, however, 
more than probable that many of the runners were captured by the Boer 
forces, and that the letters being conveyed by them never reached a British 
post office. 

“The local stamps, viz. those actually manufactured in Mafeking and 
bearing representations of the bust of Major-General Baden-Powell and 
Sergeant-Major Goodyear, of the Cadet Corps, on a bicycle, were used en- 
tirely for a postal service which was arranged within the town and between 
the various outposts. The whole of the three varieties of these stamps were 
printed by means of photography, the photograph being taken by Dr. D. 
Taylor, and the gumming and perforating being done by Messrs. Townshend 
and Son. The two varieties of the Baden-Powell pattern were designed by 
Captain Greener, the Chief Paymaster, whilst the one of the Bicycle pattern 
was designed by Dr. W. A. Hayes. 

“It is evident, from specimens which have been submitted to the Post- 
master-General at Cape Town, that extensive forgeries of the overprinted 
stamps have taken place, the fraud consisting in the unofficial overprinting, 
surcharging, and, in many cases, date-stamping of genuine; Cape Colony 
stamps. 

“General Post Office, Cape Town, 
7th December, 1900.” 


CONCLUSIONS ARRIVED AT BY MAJOR EVANS. 


MAFEKING BESIEGED. 


“We publish on another page an official account of the origin and nature 
of the surcharged stamps, which have gained almost as much celebrity as the 
famous town from which they emanated, and which have been no less vig- 
orously defended. This account has already appeared in one or more of 
our contemporaries, but its importance certainly warrants its reproduction in 
this magazine, and its contents seem to call for some remark. We confess 
that it gives us an entirely new idea of the nature of these stamps, and it 
seems only right that we should point out to our readers the extent to which 
it seems to affect their position. We had hitherto supposed that, although 
there might not have been any great need for surcharging the stamps, and 
although the varieties of them were perhaps unnecessarily numerous, they 
were at all events, overprinted and issued by the Post Office at Mafeking, 
even though the Post Office, like everything else in a besieged town, was 
under military control. It now appears, however, that nothing of the kind 
was the case. The stamps passed completely out of the hands of the Post 
Office before they were surcharged; the original face value of the stamps was 
all that the Postal Department ever received for them, and we are at a loss 


to understand what legitimate object was served by surcharging them at 
all. 
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All communication with the outside world was, of course, under the 
control of the military authorities, and in this instance it was directly ar- 
ranged for by those authorities, and the Post Office (as we are now told) had 
nothing whatever to do with it. The military authorities engaged the run- 
ners and paid them, and charged what they thought necessary for the con- 
veyance of private letters to the nearest colonial post office outside, and 
postage stamps were only required to pay the ordinary colonial rate from 
such office to the destination of the letter. Under these circumstances the 
buying up of all the stamps in the post office, for fear lest there should not be 
enough to go round, and the overprinting them with fancy values, seem to 
have been superfluous. Persons sending letters could have purchased stamps 
at the post office to pay the usual colonial rates, and could then have hand- 
ed their letters to the military authority, and paid 6d. or 1s. per %oz., ac- 
cording to the direction in which they were to be sent. If for the collection 
of these special charges stamps had been issued adorned with a portrait of a 
native runner or of some distinguished officer connected with the Military 
Communications Office, we could have perfectly understood their use; they 
would plainly have denoted charges for the conveyance of letters by special 
means, when the ordinary modes were not available, and as legitimate 
‘Military Post’ stamps would have had very great interest for British Phila- 
telists. But the surcharges do not appear to have had reference to any such 
tariff as that mentioned in the official account. No stamps of less value 
than 6d. or 1s. were required for outside communications, or, if the colonial 
rate was to be paid in addition to the military charge, the lowest values 
would have been 7d. and rs. 1d., to be formed in both cases from 1d. 
stamps If six of the 4d. stamps surcharged 1d. or, one of the 3d. stamps 
surcharged 6d., were put on a letter, the Colonial Post Office had received 
3d. for that letter, and the military funds only received the same amount. 
If two 3d. on rd., or one 6d. on 2d., were used, the Post Office had got 2d. 
only, and the military received 4d.; and in the same way the use of a rs. on 
4d. stamp brought 8d. profit to the military chest, whilst the use of a 1s. on 
6d. (sold presumably at the same price) only raised 6d. However satisfac- 
tory the results may eventually have been to those who bought the stamps, 
the profit to the office that sold them seems to have been somewhat variable. 

Special stamps, representing the military charge for conveyance of let- 
ters through the enemies’ lines, and used by the side of Cape Colony stamps 
representing the postal rate, would have been of similar class to the Railway 
Letter Feestamps of our own country. If the stamps had been treated in 
such a way that the original value represented the postal charge and the 
overprinted value the charge made by the military authorities, we could under- 
stand it; but the extraordinary system adopted, under which the share of the 
Post Office (which for colonial letters should have been one-sixth or one- 
twelfth of the military) varied from one-third to one-half, according to the 
particular stamp employed, can only lead one to suppose that the surcharges 
had no reference whatever to the postal or military tariffs, and that the 
surcharged stamps were of an entirely fancy nature, made, as one correspon- 
dent stated, ‘to give a few people something to do and to give others a 
chance of making money.’ As relics of a famous siege, they will always 
have an interest; as s/amps we feel that their interest is of a very minor 
character. That they were issued by the authorities of Mafeking we do not 
dispute, that they also passed upon letters is a matter of history (but anything 
will pass upon a letter if it is stuck on tight enough). We may add that we 
have no doubt that some of them also represented a charge made for the 





58 


conveyance of those letters, though how that charge was calculated it seems 
difficult to comprehend.” 





The following is a list of the quantities issued of the surcharged stamps: 


Stamp. Number. Date. 
1d. on ¥%d,, green (No. 1) 7,680 March 23 
3d. on 1d., carmine.(No. 3) 6,000 23 
6d. on 3d., claret (No. 4) 840 acai 
1s. on 4d., green (No. 5) 1,440 oe Se 
6d. on 34d., lilac (No. ro) 3,600 mo oy 
1d. on 34d., vermilion (No. 6) 6,000 shee 
1s. on 4d., green and brown (No. 11) 2,320 = oe 
1d. on %4d., green (No. 2) 5,280 April 4 
3d. on 1d., lilac (No. 7) 1,800 . 4 
6d. on 3d., brown on yellow (No.9) 1,440 " 4 
6d. on a2d., green and red (No. 8) 1,200 " 6 
3d. Baden- Powell, small (No. 18) 6,072 7 
3d. “ _ (No. 19) 3,036 a 
1d. Bicycle (No. 17) 9,476 eS ae 
3d. on 1d., lilac (No. 12) 1,800 meri ae 
6d. on 2d., green and red (No. 13) 1,200 wins 
1s. on 6d., lilac on red (No. 14) 1,440 =~ ae 
2s. on 1s., green (No. 16) 570 eh ae 
1s. on 6d., lilac on red (No. 15) 240 May 3 
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Stamps of the National Bank Note Com- 


pany on Double Paper. 
By Joun N, Lurr. 


Collectors have for some years been cognizant of the existence of cer- 
tain stamps, printed by the Continental Bank Note Company, on double 
paper. The list includes several values of the issue for general use and also 
afew of the Department stamps. The z2cents brown and 3 cents green of 
the issue of 1873-75 are not scarce on this paper. But it does not appear 
to have occurred to philatelists to search for similar varieties in other is- 
sues; yet, had we but considered the history of these stamps, we might 
have found reason to suspect the existence of this paper in issues preceding 
that of 1873. 

The object of this paper was to prevent the washing and re-use of 
stamps. It was composed of two papers,—one, thick and hard; the other, 
thin and soft. The two were united by some adhesive preparation. The 
printing was to be made on the thin paper, which was to be so delicate as to 
be destroyed if an attempt were made to remove the cancellation. This 
paper was patented on February 16th, 1869, by Charles F. Steel. 

For some years I have known the 3 cents of the 1869 issue, printed on 
this paper, and recently I have seen the 15, 24 and 30 cents. However, we 
have, as yet, no evidence that these are anything more than an experimental 
printing, and the best informed collectors hold that they are essays and not 
stamps which were placed in use. About 1877, the attention of collectors 
was called to a printing, on double paper, of the stamps thencurrent. This 
printing is said to have comprised twenty millions of stamps. I do not 
know what authority there is for these figures. This information appears to 
have been overlooked by most collectors and the stamps were almost un- 
known until a few years ago, when attention was once more drawn to them 
and their recognition by cataloguers was secured. I must confess that, 
while I knew the stamps were printed experimentally in 1869 and issued in 
considerable quantities about 1875, it had not occured to me to look for 
them in the intermediate issue. I had taken it for granted that nothing had 
been done with the patent in the years between 1869 and 1875. But we now 
have evidence to the contrary. 

In September last, Mr. C. P. Orr wrote me that he had found a copy of 
the 24 cents 1870-71, on double paper, and subsequently he showed me the 
stamp. Unfortunately, it had been soaked apart and not very successfully 
reunited. Because of its rather unsatisfactory appearance, and in view of 
the difficulty of distinguishing between the printings of this stamp by the 
National and Continental Bank Note Companies, I preferred to suspend 
judgment and wait for more evidence, before chronicling the stamp. Such 
evidence is now available. Mr. C. E. Severn has recently sent me a copy of 
the 6 cents National print, on the original cover and on double paper. 
There is no room for doubt about this copy. The date of the cancellation 
is November rst, 1870. A curious thing about both these National stamps 
is that they are printed on the thick side of the paper instead of on the thin. 
By this blunder the purpose of the patent is, of course, defeated. I think it 
is quite probable that other denominations of the 1870-71 series will be 
found on double paper. 
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New Forgeries of Swiss Cantonal Stamps. 


We have just received information from Mr. W. H. Peckitt of London, 
that new and dangerous forgeries of the Cantonal stamps of Switzerland 
have recently been placed on the market. We quote as follows from Mr. 
Peckitt's letter. 

‘* There are some very fine forgeries of Swiss stamps about, double 
Geneva, 4c Vaud, Poste Locale, etc., used and unused. They have evident- 
ly been reproduced by photography, but they have one or two minor differ- 
ences, and with the exception of the envelope (which is fractionally larger), 
they are all fractionally smaller than the genuine, and I may say the double 
Geneva is slightly lighter in color. 

They are really dangerous and, taken unawares, one might easily be 
deceived.” 


Auction Sales. 


The most important auction sale of postage stamps, since the dispersal 
of the F. W. Hunter collection, took place in London on February sth, 6th, 
7th and 8thof this year. Although the name of the owner is not announced 
in the catalogue, it is generally assumed that the stamps sold were the pro- 
perty of Baron von Muetzenbecher, a gentleman who was in the Germin 


diplomatic service, and who has been well known for many years to all the 
larger dealers. The sale contained a very large number of rarities in splen- 
did condition, and we present to our readers a short compilation of the 


prices realized for the rarer stamps in the collection: 

Or ar. 

Austria: Newspaper stamp, 1851-56, Head of Mercury, 6kr red, un 
used with part gum, very small mark on face and extreme 
tight hand top corner gone, 


Bergedorf: 1861, 3sch black on rose, unused with gum, slightly thin 


ned in one place, otherwise very fine. 9 © Oo 
France: 1872-75, the error, 15c bistre on rose, with 1oc, se /enant, 

unused and very fine but no gum, 2. 5.48 
Modena: 1852, 1 lire black on white, used and very fine, on entire 

original, 16 0 Oo 
Naples: 1860, % tornese blue, Arms, large margins, superb, 14 0 0 
— — another, ditto, 12 0 OC 
Prussia: 1857, 2sgr dark blue, unused in mint state, large margins, 

superb, 14 © 0 
Roumania: Moldavia: 1854, 27 paras black on rose, very fine, 36 © Oo 
— — 54 paras blue on green, enormous margins, superb, 15 10 © 


— — 81 paras blue on blue, fine 143 © Oo 
— — 108 paras blue on pink, a little weak in lower right-hand cor- 

ner (in margin only), but a fine copy, 18 10 o 
Saxony: 1851, }2ngr black on pale blue, error, unused in mint state, 


and very fine, 55 0 O 











Spain: 1865, perf., 12 cuartos rose and blue, the rare error with in- 


verted centre, a fine copy, on entire original, 14 15 
Sweden: 1872: 20 ore vermilion, the error ‘‘ Tretio,”” unused and 
fine, 14 0 
Switzerland: Geneva, 1843, 5x5 yellow-green, on piece of original, 
superb, 20 5 
— Vaud, 1849, 4c black and red, very fine, on entire original, 18 o 
— Zurich, 1843, 4 rappen, with vertical lines, type 4, on entire ori- 
ginal, superb, 10 10 
Tuscany: 1851-52, 60 crazie, red on blue, very fine, 10 5 
— 1860, 3 lire yellow, cut a little close at left and rather heavily 
cancelled, 42 0 
Wurtemberg: 1851-52, gkr rose, unused in mint state, very fine, 21 © 
Ceylon: 1857-59, imperf., 4d rose, extreme lower left corner is re- 
paired, in all other respects a superb copy, and with large 
margins all round, 12 0 
— — 8d brown, large margins on 3 sides, very lightly cancelled, 19 o 
Cape of Good Hope: 1861, 1d blue, error, no margins, otherwise a 
fine copy, 42 10 
— — 4d red, error, very slightly thinned in centre and no margins, 31 10 
Lagos: 1885-87, 1osh purple-brown, unused in mint state, well cen- 
tered and very fine, > 2 10 
Transvaal: 1877, V. R. Transvaal in red, imperf., 3d mauve, unused 
and very fine, but no gum, 8 10 
— — 6d:blue, very fine, 16 oO 
Canada: 1851, laid paper, 12d black, good margins, minute tear at 
top otherwise very fine copy, 57 0 
New Brunswick: 1851, 1sh mauve, large margins, lightly cancelled, 
superb, 17 0 
— 1860-63, 5 cents brown, portrait of Postmaster Connell, no perfs 
at left, used, but postmark is very faint, 14 10 
Newfoundland: 1860, 1sh orange, good margins all round, a minute 
tear at right in margin only, superb lightly cancelled copy, 14 10 
Nova Scotia: 1851-57, 1sh purple, unused and fine but slightly thin- 
ned in one small place, 24 10 
United States: Brattleboro, 1846, 5c black on buff, has small hole 
in centre which has been skillfully repaired, and is slightly 
thinned, 40° 0 
— 1869, 15c brown and blue, error with inverted centre, small tear 
at top, otherwise fine, 19 0 
— — 24¢ green and purple, error with inverted centre, very fine, 24 o 
— — 30c carmine and blue, error with inverted flags, well centered 
but a little soiled and thinned, 54 0 
St. Vincent: 1880, 5sh rose-red, unused, without gum but very fine 
and well centered, Ir 0 
— 1881, 4d on 1sh vermilion, very fine, 12 0 
Turks Islands: 1873-79, wmk Star, rsh lilac, no perfs at top, but a 
fine lightly cancelled and well centered copy, 13 10 
British Guiana: 1850, 8c green, cut round, but very fine, 17 © 
— — 12c blue, cut square, very fine and on small piece of original,24 o 
— 1856, 4c magenta, very fine, 16 15 


— — 4c blue, very fine bright copy but with corners cut, on entire 
original, 58 
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British Guiana: 1862, 4c blue (No. 11 on plate), roulettes on 3 Sides, 


very fine, 13 
— — 4c blue (No. 18), full roulettes and very fine, 12 
Buenos Ayres: 1858, Cuarto Pesos scarlet, unused, initial at back 
shows slightly through, but very fine, 13 
— — Cinco Pesos orange, unused, very slightly thinned in one small 
place, but very fine, 13 
Colombian Republic: 1863, soc red, error, very fine, 16 
Peru: 1858, Medio Peso rose, error, a superb copy, used with a 1 
peseta rose, on entire original, 14 
Hawaii: 1851, 5c blue, outer line very slightly torn into at one place 
at left, and cancellation rather heavy, fine, 72 
— — 13c blue (ist type), slightly damaged and rather heavy red 
cancellation, 46 
Queensland: 1868-74, wmk truncated star, 1sh olive-brown, unused 
in mint state, fine, 16 


Western Australia: 1879, 2d mauve, error, on small piece of original, 
very fine, 15 
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Unrrep States.—The Washington correspondent of the Week/y Stamp 
News states that the Pan-American stamps will be issued to postmasters on 
April 26th, so as to be ready for delivery at the time of the opening of the 
Exposition on May rst. 

The die of the 5c stamp, showing the Niagara Falls bridge, has , just 
been approved by the Department, and it is said to be a very beautiful de- 
sign. 

. 7 = 2 = 

CuiLte.—Mr. G. S. McKearin has shown us the 1 peso brown, imper- 

forate horizontally. 


? & &@ @ @ 
Cook IsLanps.—The Monthly /Journaé is informed that the %p on 1p 
blue exists with inverted surcharge. 
o & & & & 
Cost Rica.—Mr. G. S. McKearin has shown us a pair of Costa Rica 
1892 1 centavo, imperforate vertically between. 
— -, =. oO 
DENMARK.—According to several of our contemporaries, the 25 Gre 
stamp is to be withdrawn and replaced by a stamp of the value of 24 6re, for 
which, it is stated, there is a far greater need. 
?¢ 2 @ @ @ 


FINLAND.—We are informed that a number of errors occurred in the 
printing of the new issue, which we chronicle in this number. ‘The list is as 
follows: 

2p green instead of orange 


‘ 


5p orange green 
1op blue . red 
2op red blue 


1m without central design 
1m with misplaced central design 


oe? 2&2 &@ @ 


GrrMANny.—A correspondent of Zwen's Weekly Stamp News has sent 
that journal a specimen of the 25pf of the current issue, with the letters in 
REICHPOST somewhat smaller than formerly. Our contemporary states that 
the 30, 40, 50 and 8opf have been treated in the same manner. 

¢ &@ & 2 ® 

Great Britrain.—The Stamp Collector's Fortnightly reports, on the 
authority of the post office, that, at an early date, the embossed and impressed 
stamps on the %d wrappers, post cards and envelopes will be printed in 
green and the penny stamp on the wrapper in carmine. 
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The same contemporary states that it is semi-officially announced that 
new stamps with the profile ot King Edward VII will be gradually intro- 
duced. Large stocks of the stamps with. the head of Queen Victoria are 
still on hand, and it will be the policy of the post office department to ex- 
haust these supplies before any new stamps are placed in circulation. 


Sa +S Kee 


GuaM.—The Weekly Philatelic Era has heard of a 1c with inverted sur- 

charge. 
er ee, ee, ee 

BAMRA.—We copy the following from the Monthly Journal: 

“Mr. Hadlow has shown us some curious varieties of the reprints, or 
rather imitations, of this State, which are quite new to us. They consist of 
sheets of the 4, %, 1 and 2 annas in the well known setting of twenty types, 
with the errors, described in the Monthly Journal for December, 1898, but 
in one set each stamp has a frame formed of four pieces of plain rule, and 
in the other the block of twenty is inclosed in a frame of an inner plain line 
and an outer line of scallops, both of them crossing at the corners. It is as 
well that the existence of these curiosities should be noted.” 

zz 2 @2 @-@ 

BuUSsAHIR.—We copy the following items of information and the ac- 
companying list from the Monthly Journal: 

“There are a few fresh varieties here, of course. Messrs. Alfred Smith 
and Son have kindly shown us a fresh: printing of the %a blue, evidently 
from a new stone. The transfers are set more regularly than before, there is 
a single-line frame surrounding the block of twenty four, and at foot is the 
inscription, ‘Printed at the Bussahir Press by M. K. B.’ The initials are 
stated to be those of Maulavi Karam Bakhsh. We are told that these exist 
both imperf. and perf., and with the monogram in red (rose probably) and 
violet (or mauve). hese do not form actual additions to our list, but we 
have also, from the same source, the 2a., in orange brown, with mauve sur- 
charge, pin-perf. We have previously seen this perf. only. We have also 
the 2a, yellow, new type, with monogram in pale blue. 

“In the early description given the monogram was stated to consist of 
the letters ‘R. N.S,’ but all our copies showed a combination of two let- 
ters only. Within the last twelve months, however, we have met with speci- 
mens bearing a distinctly larger monogram, in which the letter ‘N’ can be 
plainly seen. We therefore reluctantly add a fresh heading to the lists: 

With large monogram ‘R. N. §S.’ 

Types of 1896. Large perf. 

4a violet (mauve) 
1zagreen “ 

The same, imperf. 

2a yellow (lake) 
12a green = 
1r ultramarine (rose) 
Types of 1899-1900. Pin-perf. 
%a violet (mauve) 
%a blue “ps 
1a dull olive (mauve) 
2a orange-yellow (rose)* 

The same imperf. 

%a violet (mauve) 











Ya blue (rose) 
1a dull olive (mauve) 
2a orange-yellow (rose)* 
With small monogram ‘R S.’ 
Types of 1899-1900. Pin-perf. 
2a orange yellow (blue)* 
2a orange brown (mauve) 
‘* The 2a stamps marked * are of the type without the characters for 


do at the lower left or the hyphen before ‘state’. 
ee? &@ @©@ @ © 


TRAVANCORE.—Mr. Albert Calman has shown us a pair of the 2 chuck- 

rams rose, imperforate horizontally between: 
°° ? @ & 

ITaty.—The Stamp Collectors’ Fortnightly is informed that the King 
has examined the different designs for the new postage stamps, and has 
selected that in which he is represented in full face. The portrait is sur- 
rounded by a small frame, crnamented with a frieze in the style of the Nor- 
wegian postage stamps. 

==... 8 

Ma.tta.—The Monthly Journal has been informed by a correspondent 
at Mellieha that the supply of the 44d stamps ran out at that place at the 
beginning of December, and that halves of 1d stamps were allowed to pass 
for postage. They were cut through diagonally or vertically. 

The same correspondent believes that revenue stamps were also em- 
ployed. 

? & & 2 

NicARAGUA.—Mr. H. I. Watts has sent us some envelopes, addressed 
from Bluefields to the United States in August and September, 1899. One 
of the envelopes bears a roc stamp of the 1898 issue, surcharged ‘‘Tele- 
grafos,” and regularly used and cancelled for postal use. The other envelope 
bears two 4c stamps of 198, surcharged “‘ 99.” 

These varieties are entirely new to us, and Mr. Watts informs us that 
their existence is due to the failure to supply the office with proper supplies 
of the 1899 issue, during the revolution which was in progress in .Bluefields. 
Mr. Watts also states that he has seen other varieties of provisional stamps 
used in Bluefields, and we shall chronicle them as soon as we shall have 
seen the stamps themselves. 

=... = 

PortuGaL.—JZL' Echo de la Timbrologie states, on the authority of Mme. 
Jules de Le- Retord, that two additional stamps of 500 and 700 reis are to be 
added to the current series of each of the following countries: Angola, Cape 
Verde, Congo, Lourenzo Marques, Mozambique, S:. Thomas & Prince, 
and Zambesi. 

? ff 2 & @ 


RouMANIA.—We copy the following from Zwen's Weekly Stamp News: 
**On the occasion of the inauguration of the new Post Office at Buca. 
rest, a series of 10 commemorative stamps is to be issued. These are at 
present in course of preparation at the manufactory of the Boulevard Brune, 
Paris, According to Ze C. de Timbres Poste the design of the values from 1 
to 50 bani represent a Roumanian postman, whilst the higher values of 1, 2 
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and 5 lei are of double the ordinary size, and show a portrait of the King 
above and a view of the new Post Office buildings below. The series is to 
be ready in about two months.” 

¢ 2? & & @ 


Russian LEvANT.—It is stated that the.color of the surcharge on the 4 
para on 1 kopec has become black, instead of blue. We are somewhat sur- 
prised at this announcement, as it has been rumored for sometime past that 
the 4 para value was printed in error, the intention having been to surcharge 
the stamp 5 paras. 

ae ae ee 

S1aM.—In our numberfor November, 1900, we chronicled three values 
of a series of stamps supposed to have been issued just before the appearance 
of the set which is now in use. Several of our contemporaries have added 
other values to the three chronicled by us, but now the Monthly Journal has 
received definite information that only the three values in question, namely, 
the 1,2 and 3 atts, were placed in use. 

We have received the 4 atts on 12 atts with a distinct double surcharge 
of the value, the two surcharges being, in some cases, spaced so far apart as 
to make the numeral read distinctly “ 44”, instead of ‘‘4.”’ 


? & & & 


SOUTHERN Niceria (NiGER Coast ProrecToraTE).—In our last num- 
ber we foreshadowed the appearance of new stamps with the above caption, 
and Lwen's Weekly Stamp News now states that a supply of stamps inscrib- 
ed “Southern Nigeria” is already on the way to the Colony. The design, 
it is said, is probably similar to that now in use, while the values and colors 
are to be as follows: 

Y%p green and black 

Ip carmine vy 

2p red brown 
4p sage greén 
6p violet 

1sh olive green 

2sh 6p brown 
5sh orange yellow and black 
tosh violet and black on yellow 
? #2. & 

TasMANIA.—The following interesting paragraph, relating to the first ef- 
fect of Australian Federation, is taken from our contemporary, the Monthly 
Journal: 

“ It appears that one of the first results of Australian Federation will be 
that the Postal Revenue will go to the Federation, and the Fiscal Revenue 
(or a certain portion of it) to the various provinces. Accordingly, some of 
the Colonies have commenced to separate the two already; in Tasmania 
some of the Fiscal stamps that have been in use for both purposes are now 
surcharged ‘REVENUE’. (Wehave seen the 3d., Platypus type, and we learn 
from Mr. A. H. Stamford that the 2s 6d has been similarly treated.) The 
law restricting these to Fiscal use only came into force, we are told by 
Messrs. Smyth and Nicolle,on December 1st, but unfortunately the stamps 
were issued the day before (or earlier), and there was of course, a rush to use 
a few of them for postage before it was too late. An envelope sent us by the 


> 


above-named firm bears the 3d duly postmarked ‘ No. 30, 1900’. 


“ 


“ 


“ 
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Fiscal Postals. 


3d chestnut; surcharged ‘ REVENUE.’ 
2s 6d lake (?) 7 9 


>’ 2-4 4..9 


VENEZUELA.—We have found the 1oc red brown and black of 1893 
(our catalogue No. 91) with inverted surcharge. 





(cam 
WY), 


1 Commm)) 
prt 


Wy 


ARGENTINE REPUBLIO.—L' Echo 
ae la Timbrologie states that the 3c has 
taken the color of the 16c and the 
1sc that of the 12c, both of the 
superseded values having been sup- 
pressed. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Watermarked Large Sun with Rays. 

Perforated. 

3c orange 
15c blue 


BRAZIL.—We have found the 
1,000 reis of the 1894 type, perforated 
9 all around. 

We have received the sor unpaid 
letter stamp in the new type, which 
was adopted in 1875. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Perforated 9. 
1,000r green and violet 

Unpaid letter stamp. 

Perforated. 
sor yellow green 


COLOMBIAN REPUBLIO.— The 
Iilustriertes Briefmarken Journal 
appears to have seen a set of the 
Cucuta provisionals (our catalogue 
Nos. 175-179) in a somewhat different 


type from that given by us. The 
upper inscription reads “‘ GoBIERNO 
PROVISIONAL,” instead of “ GOBIERNO 
PROVISORIO,” and the value at bottom 
is indicated by ‘‘ctvo” and “cTvos,” 
instead of “cvo” and “cvos”. 
Adhesive stamps. 

1c black on green 

2c “ “ec “ 

os" ” wane 
i 
20C * yellow 


ORBTSB.—The plates of the cur- 
rent issue have been used for the 
printing of unpaid letter stamps, the 
difference between the regular adhe- 
sives and the unpaids being in the 
color, which for the latter is olive 
bistre for all the values. We under- 
stand that the following have been 
issued : 

Unpaid letter stamps. 

Perforated. 

1 | olive bistre 

5 l «é 

10 | 

20 | 

25 | 

50 | 
sa 
aa >: 
5 dr “ 


“ec 


ae 


“ 
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FINLAND.—A new set of stamps, 
in the designs of the current stamps 
of Russia, has made its appearance. 

Adhesive stamps. 





Perforated. 

2p orange 

5P green 
1op deep rose 
2op dark blue 
25P 

1m lilac, center green 
1om black, center gray 


GERMANY.—Cffices in China,— 

The ropf stamp of the old type has 
also been surcharged “ spf”’ at Foo- 
chow, the type being different from 
the surcharge adopted in Kiauchou. 

The current set has been  sur- 
charged for use in these Offices. 


Adhesive stamps. 





Perforated 14x13 %. 

Provisional issue. 

Black surcharge. 
spf on 1opf carmine 

Regular issue. 

Black surc harge. 
3pf bistre brown 





5pf green 
1opf carmine 
2opf ultramarine 
25pf orange and black on yellow 
30pf orange and black on salmon 
40pf lake and black 
sopf purple and black on salmon 
Sopf lake and black on rose 

1m carmine rose 

2m gray blue 

5m black and carmine 

Red surcharge. 
3m black violet 


German Offices in Morocco.—The 
London Philatelist states. that the 5 
marks stamp has now been surcharged 
6 pesetas 25¢. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Perforated. 
6p 25c on 5m black and carmine 


GRENADA.—Mekeel's Weekl; 
Stamp News states that a 1 penny 
envelope, in the same type as that 
used in St. Lucia, has appeared. 

Envelope. 

Size (?) 
1p Carmine on white laid paper. 





HUNGARY—In our last number 
we chronicled a new 2 kronen stamp, 
and Der Philate/ist now has informa- 
tion of the issue of three new values. 

In addition to the new values the 
Illustriertes Briefmarken Journal 
states that the 1 filler stamp is now 
printed in dark violet, instead of gray. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Perforated. 

if dark violet 
2of brown 
35f lilac brown 
5kr maroon 


IOBLAND.—Der Philatelist, on 
the authority of a Swedish contem- 














porary, chronicles two new stamps in 
the current type. 
Adhesive stamp. 
Watermarked Crown. 
Perf. 14x13 %. 
25a blue and yellow brown 
Official stamp. 
Watermarked Crown. 
Perf. 14x13%. 
4a gray 


INDIA.—It is said that the stamps 
of India in the new colors have been 
surcharged “ c. £. F.”, for the use of 
the Chinese Expeditionary Force. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Watermarked Star. 

Perforatéd. 

Surcharged C. E. F. 

3P gray 
Ya light green 
1a carmine 
2a violet 
2a 6p ultramarine 


Alwur.—The ¥% anna stamp in the 
regular type has now appeared in 
yellow green. 

Adhesive stamp. 


Perforated. 
Ya yellow green 


Dhar.—It is stated that the post 
offices of this State were closed on 
January 1st, and we suppose that, as 
a P. P. C. venture, new issues were 
prepared and placed on the market 
shortly before the abolition of the 
separate postal department of the 
State. 

Adhesive stamps. 


Perforated. 
ia rose 
1a purple 


Hyderabad. —The Stamp Collector 
has received a provisional stamp of 
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this State, this being the first sur- 
charge issued for regular postal use. 
Adhesive stamp. 


Perforated. 
Yaon Mared 


MBXIOO.— We find that in addition 
to the varieties listed in our catalogue, 
several of the stamps of the 1895 to 
1898 issues, on paper with various 
watermarks, were surcharged for 
official use. We list only those 
additional varieties that we have seen, 
but we suppose that other values, 
under the different classifications, 
may also be found. 

Official stamps. 


Black surcharge. 

Watermarked Eagle and R: M. 
Ic green 
5c blue 

Watermarked R. M. interlaced. 
sc blue 

Unwatermarked. 
Ic green 
sc blue 


NATAL.—We have received a new 
registration envelope from this colony. 


Registration envelope. 


Size 151x95 mm. 
4p blue, stamp on flap. 


NEW ZEALAND.—We have re- 
ceived the new penny stamp, issued 
to commemorate the introduction of 
Imperial Penny Postage in this colony. 
As will be seen from our illustration, 
the design is a very handsome one. 

It appears that the plate was made 
in London and a limited supply sent 
to the colony, with the original die 
and plate, and that the London print- 
ing became exhausted at an early 
date, as we have received the stamp 
in both the London printing with 
small perforation and the New Zea- 
land printing with the regular local 
perforation 11. 
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We have received a specimen of 
the new 1}4p stamp, which has been 
described as in khaki color, although 
we do not quite agree with this de- 
signation. ‘The stamp is a wretched 
lithographic production, and it is 
evident that in this case patriotism 
has obtained the upper hand of art. 
The foreground shows several troop- 
ers and some kind of an angel or 
devil—we are unable to determine 
which, In the background appear a 
lot of wooden Indians on horseback, 
which we presume are intended to re- 
present atroop of Australian cavalry 
doing service in South Africa. ‘The 
illustration which we present herewith 
can give but a faint idea of this won- 
derful production, 


Adhesive stamps. 


ai 


pret ateext . 


cl POSTAGE & E? } 


Perforated 14 to 15 and compound: 
Ip Carmine 
Watermarked N. Z. and Star. 
Perforated 11. 
1p carmine 
: %p brown orange 


NORWAY.—The J//ustriertes Brief- 
marken Journal states that the 60 dre 
stamp has now been issued with 
NORGE in Roman, instead of Egyptian 
capitals. The perforation is not 
stated by our contemporary. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Watermarked Posthorn. 

Perforated. 

606 dark blue 


PERSIA.We have _ received 
specimens of the low values with a 
large rectangular surcharge, which, 
however, we are unable to illustrate 


f>| NEW. ZEALAND) 24] 


as it is impressed so badly on the 
stamps. 

We have also received the 8s brown 
of the 1894 issue, surcharged “5 
shahi”’, the surcharge consisting of 
the numeral “5” in modern and 
Persian numerals and a scroll under- 
neath. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Violet surcharge. 

On 1808 issue. 

Is gray 
2s pale brown 
3s dull violet 
48 vermilion 
5s yellow 
128 rose 
On 1899 surcharged issue. 
1s gray 
48 vermilion 
5s yellow 
1os light blue 
12s rose 
Provisional issue. 


5 
& 


we 


Perforated. 
5s on 8s brown 


Surcharged 


PBERU.—The Monthly Journal 
states that the 1 sol has appeared in 
the type of the 5 and 10 soles of 1899, 
with the date at each side. 

Mekeel’s Weekly Stamp News 
states that a stamp commemorative 
of the 2oth century has been issued 
in this country. The design is said 
to be similar to that of the 22c. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Perforated 12. 

1 sol lake 

Perforated. 

rc green and black 


SALVADOR.—The latest edition 
of our catalogue, and the numbers of 
the AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATE- 
LY which have appeared since the 





publication of the catalogue, show 
quite a formidable list of surcharges 
for this country. However, a num- 
ber of additional varieties must be 
added to those which have been 
chronicled by us, our present informa- 
tion being taken from Der Philaie/ist. 
Unpaid letter stamps. 
Surcharged Wheel and “ Franqueo 
Oficial” in oval. 
roc orange 
15c ee 
1898 issue, surcharged “ 1900.” 
5c on 1 peso yellow, black surcharge 
1898 issue, surcharged Wheel and 
“*“ tg00.”" 
5c on 12c purple, surcharged from 
top to bottom 


SARAWAKE.—The ic stamp has 
been added to the current set, in the 
regular type. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Perforated 14. 
rc blue and carmine 


VICTORIA.— Mekeel’s Weekly 
Stamp News has been shown a new 
% penny adhesive in the old design. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Watermarked “ V ” and Crown. 

Perforated. 

Yep blue green 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA.— Messrs. 
Symthe & Nicolle have sent us a new 
2p stamp in a pretty design. 

Adhesive stamp. 


Watermarked Crown and W. A. 


Perf. 14. 
2%p blue 


National Philatelical Society. 


The gorst regular meeting of the National Philatelical Society was held 
at the Collectors Club, Tuesday evening, March 12, President Gregory in the 


chair. 


Because of the small attendance all other business was omitted and 


means of increasing the interest in the meetings discussed. 

The President was requested to issue an address to the members urging 
more active participation in the interest of the Society. 

It was announced that at the next regular meeting March 26, the stamps to 
be sold at one, and probably two, approaching Auction Sales would be shown. 

It was also arranged that an Auction Sale for the benefit of the Society 
be held at first meeting in April, the 9th of that month. 


J]. W. Georce, Secretary, 


To THE MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL PHILATELICAL SOCIETY. 


GENTLEMEN :—Having been chosen President of your Society at the last 
annual election of officers, I accepted the office with the firm intention to do 
my duty, attend all meetings when possible, and foster the interests of the 


Society. 


You will please bear in mind that one or two officers can not support the 
Society and I expect every member to lend a hand in keeping alive a society 
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capable of doing so much good to the cause of Philately. This good can 
not be accomplished without your active assistance. 

Plans are under consideration for increasing the attractions at the meet- 
ings. 

You will assist very much in arranging these plans by being present at 
the next meeting March 26th without further notice from the Secretary. 

Your duty is personal and cannot be performed by proxy. Do it. 
Don't neglect it. 

Sincerely yours, 
W. F. GreGory. 


The Collectors Club. 


351 FourtH AveENugE, N. Y. 


The 64th meeting of the Board of Governors was held at the Club, House 
on Monday evening March 11, 1901. 

Present : Messrs. Andreini, Bruner, Calman, Low, Luff, Scott and Perrin. 

Meeting was called to order at 8.30 Pp. M., by President Bruner. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved as read. 

A number of communications were read by the Secretary. 

A vote of thanks was tendered Mr. Walter Morley for a bound copy of 
his journal. 

The Treasurer's report showing a cash balance in bank of $384.65 ex 
clusive of $1,000 bond was received. 

The report of the House Committee was read and accepted. 

Moved, seconded and carried that the Koard reconsider its action of last 
meeting in dropping the name of Mr. Brown from the membership roll. 

Moved by Mr. Luff, seconded and carried, that the President appoint a 
committee of three to draft a circular to be sent to the members regarding 
the possibility of a new club house, and to ascertain their views as to raising 
the dues. Committee appointed Messrs. Luff, Calman and Scott. 

The names of the two applicants for membership having been posted the 
required length of time, their names were ballotted upon and Messrs Meyers 
and Tows were declared to have been unanimously elected subscribing mem- 
bers of the Club. 

The following applications for membership were received and posted on 
the bulletin board. 

F, C. Reynolds, 105 Carnegie Ave., East Orange, N. J. 

Proposed by P. F. Bruner. 

Seconded by J. W. Scott. 

C. G. Prasser, 689 sth Ave., New York City. 

Proposed by P. F. Bruner. 

Seconded by W. S. Scott. 

Adjourned at 9.30 P. M. 


ALBERT PERRIN, Secretary. 

















